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Business Brokers Association of Western Australia 

 

Dear Member 

Membership Renewal 2020/2021 Financial Year 

We have all been affected by the Covid 19 issue. The coming months will be a time of 
transition. Post the virus pandemic, life will return to normal, though for all of us, 
many things will be done differently. A hand shake was a sign of a welcoming greeting 
and fellowship. Now it is considered as a precarious contravention of safety health 
regulations. More than ever we are changing the way we do business, with far less 
contact with clients.  

Many sectors are of course affected by the restrictions and forced business closures. In 
particular, hospitality, travel, restaurants, pubs and cafes have felt the greatest 
upheaval in living memory. Many of these businesses will struggle post the pandemic 
and some will close forever. Many businesses went into the restrictions forced on 
them by the pandemic without sufficient financial back up resources to weather the 
storm during the imposed closure, and this is very unfortunate. For me personally, 
with some of my clients, it is very sad to see some them forced to close down 
permanently. Others have had to rework and revalue their businesses if they are to 
stay on the market. 

Regardless, in our industry, today many of us were wondering if business brokering 
was finished. I can categorically answer that with a big NO. Just so you know; 96% of all 
businesses are still operating in WA. Of course, turnover for many will take time to get 
back to pre-pandemic levels. Commercial rents will remain static and much lower in 
many instances. I don’t see any wage growth for a long time. For small business 
owners, particularly leasehold business owners, there is an opportunity to reduce 
some of these costs and reposition their business and the way they offer their 
products and services. Going forward I have also seen the good work of Vanessa Lovie 
who runs bsale.com.au and Mary who owns anybusiness.com.au with the way they 
have changed things and have communicated with and supported the business 
brokering industry and their respective clients. I have been in contact with them and 
appreciate their proactive work to support us all. 

This country is built on the small business sector and it will carry Australia through and 
back to good times, but it will be many months until confidence is back. Businesses will 
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continue to operate and human nature being what it is, business people will still 
continue to open businesses, they will still continue to buy businesses, then some will 
close, others will expand and profit and when the time comes to sell and move on or 
retire, they will still continue to sell to a new buyer – continuing the circle! Thus, we 
will continue in our industry. 

 

Membership Fees 2020-2021 

Last year the BBAWA offered as a thank you to your loyalty, a once only free year of 
membership. Your Council understands and empathises with you that times are 
difficult right now. Because of the Covid 19 issue, going forward the 2020-2021 Annual 
Membership Fee which was $220 (inc gst) will be reduced 50% to only $110 (inc gst). 

We are also pleased to announce and thank Mr Ron Adams at CASM who provides our 
secretariat services for waiving waving CASM’s fees during this very difficult period as 
well.  

 

 New Members 

Your Association continues to invite applications for membership from your 
colleagues, associates and employees. All new members will also be offered the 
discounted membership of $110 (inc gst) for the 2020/21 FY. Please support us and 
recommend BBAWA membership to all your allied professional contacts throughout 
our industry. 

If any member has any questions or wishes to discuss any other matters with me, 
please feel free and you are most welcome to call me on 0418 514 577 or email me at 
john@jpbrokers.com.au 

Please stay safe during these difficult times. 

My Regards and Very Best Wishes to You  

John Papamatheos 

 

 

President BBAWA                                                                                 10 June 2020 
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